CHrenship implies il amd equal membership of 8 polttieal community. in this
chapter we will explome what exactly this medns today. In Sections 6.2 and 6.7 we
will luok it soie debites il strgples wineh are gotig on reganding the inierprelation
of the term Tall aned cqual membership’. Sectlon 6.4 will discuss the Telationship
between olllzens and the pation amd the erlerts of clttaemship adopted in ditferemnt
conntries, Theories of demperatic citizenship claim that citizenship shonld by
umdversal. Does this mean that every person today should be accepted as 2 member
il one or othor state? then How can we expiain the existonoe of so many staloless
peiaple? This isstewill be disenssed In Secilon 6.5, The 1as! seelon G.68 'will discuss
L 1ssuie of global etuyenship. Does 1 exdst and could 1 replace nalional cllizenship?

After poing through this chiapter vou shotld be able to
= explan e meaning of atlzenship, and

igeting somie of Lae dress i whildly thatl meaning s Dalripg expamiled of

clinflenmyl loday.

o



6.1 IsmropucTiON
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Citteenshitp has been defined as foll and
efual membership of a political community,
In the eontemporary world, stales provide a
collective palitical identity to thetr members
as well as ceratn rights. Therelore we think
al ourselves as [ndians, or Japanese, or
Germans, depending on e siate Lo which
we belong. Cltizens expedt certatn nghis
from thetr slate as well as help and
protection wherever they may travel.

The tmportance of full membership of a state can be
appreciated i we think of the condition of the thousands of people
in the world who have Llhe bad loriune to be lorced o ltve as
refugees or tlegal migrants because no state 15 willing to grant
them membership. Such people are not guaranteed rights by any
siate and generally live in precarious conditions. For them (ll
membership of a state of thetr chotce1s a goal for which they are
willing to struggle. as we see today with Palestintan refugees in

the Middie Easl.,

The precise
nature of the
nichis granted, (o
cilizens mAay
vary [rom stale
to siale bul In
most democralic
couniries loday
they would inchade
some  poliical
rglit= e the rieht
tovole, civil rights

ke the freedom of speech or bellel, and some socto-cconomic rights
which could include the right (o a mindmumm wage, or the right o
education. Equality of righis and status 15 one of the basic righis

ol citzenship.
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Fach ol the righls now enjoved by cllizens
has beenwon aller strugele. Some af the carliest
struggles were fought by peaple (o assert thetr
independence and mights agalnst powerful
monarchies. Many European couniries
experienced such struggles, some of Lhem violent,
ke the French Remlalion in 1789 In (he colonles
of Asta and Afftca. demaneds for equal ettizenship
formesd part of thetr strggle for independence
from enlontal Tielers. In South Africa. the black
African poputation had to underiake s long
strugple againsi Lthe raling while minority (or
efual clitzenship. This continnued until the early
1990s, Struggles (o achieve full membership and

equal righls continue even now In many parts of the world. You
may have read about the women's movernesl and the dalit movement
tn our country. Ther purpose 1s (o chunge public optnion by drawing
altention Lo thetr needs aswell as 1o nllucnee government policy Lo

ensure them equal rght= and opportunitics,

mmmmnmmmmmhmﬂ:ﬂ
Europe extablintied thedr rule over the bilaekc peogile
Sonthy Afideis. Read e flllowing descriplion abiout e
policy pructices i Soutl Afrita Ul 1994

The whites hod the right 1o vole, contest. cloitions

sind elect go penil; Ubey were froe Lo puiehise property
umiunm plitee it the country. Dlueks did not have

ﬂmhﬂghmﬁqmm colondes forwhites and bluoks wers

estublished, Thie blacks hud (o take “pisses’ o work in

white nsighbionrhoads. They worenol allwed to keep their

famifiesin the white areas: The sthooks wene afso separte

for tie prople of differem colonr:.

o mmmwmmm
i South Afnen? Givo reasans,

O What does the shovo deserption (ell us abom the
relntionstip of different groups i South Africs?




Ley's Do Ir [',

Think of some
examples of activites
Intended 1o help
‘ollsers, oy tmprove Uie
areit, or proteci the
environment.  List
‘mimne of Lhe et iviilles
which tould be
oo I
‘people of your age
Erotep.
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However, cltizenship 1s aboul more than the
relattonship between siales and thetr members, It
Is also aboul clien-cittzen relatons and rmolves
errtain obligations of cliizens (o each otherand to
the sociely. These would include nol just the legal
abligations tmposed by stalés but also a moral
ohligallon to participate in. and contrbule Lo, the
shared We of the commumity. Clilzens are also
considered to be the inherntors and trustees of the
culture and naiural resources of the countiry.

A good wav Lo understand a political conceptis
Lo look [or instances wliere (s accepled meaning is
betng questoned by groups who feel that it does
niol lake account of thets deeds and aspiralions.

6.2 Fuoi asp Eguar MeEupersam

Il you have ever ravelled 1 -a erowded
rallway compartment or bus vou will be
familtar with the way in which those who
may have earlier foushil each viher 1o enler,
once Inside discover a shared miterest in
keeping others oull A division soon
develops between ‘insttders" and "outstders
with 'outsiders’ belng seen as a threat

Stmilar processes take place from Ume
(o tme n oitles, reglons, oreven the nation
as g whaole. If jobs, factliites ke medical
care or cducation. and naliral resouimes

Itke land or waler, are Umitled, demands may be miade Lo restrict
entry 1o ‘ouisiders’ even though they may be fellow citlzeis. You may
remember the slogan ‘Mumbal for Mumbatkars' which expressed
such feelings. Many stmitlar struggles have taken place m different
parts of India and the world.

This ralses questions about what full and equal membership

really means? Does 1L mean thal ciitzens should enjoy ogual righis
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and opportunitles wherever
tn the country they may
decide to lve, study, or
work? Does it mean that all
clitzens, rich or poor.
should enjoy certaln basic
nghts and facilites?

In this seclion we will
explore the meaning of
citizenshitp by locusing on
the isst ol these guestions,

One of the righls
granted o clilzens n our
couniry. and in many
others, is frecdom of
movement. Thts right 1s of
particular imporiance for
workers, Labour tends to
migrate in seqach of jobs
whn opporiunities are not
avallable near thets iomes.
Some people may even
travel oulside Lthe country
i search ol jobs. Markels
for skilled and unskilled
workers have developed 1n
differenl parits ol our
country. For instance, LT.
workers may [lock to
towns ltke Bangalore.
Nurses [rom Kerala may
be lound -all over (he
country. The booming
butlding industry In town
attracts workers from
different paris of the

_thnhim:k

;:hmmnmﬂ

d!mﬂﬂlr*-#limmn
-rmmﬂh ﬂl’

Tho 1960s wilnessed the emergence of Civil
ights Movements against inequalitics: that
exisied belwesn binck: anid while populations m
many of the southern states of the TSA. Such
hmpmmmmmﬁmmm these stntes by a.
mﬂmmmmmwm
wore deniod many civil and,
politient rihts. Thrse hﬂm:thdmrqtrm

-ﬁ:rmuundmdwtul: pﬁphhmnqﬂc .
mumﬂu!lhnﬁw:ja. mmm-

Botels, resksnts, eie
Murtin l.uihtwmu;-lr wais i Mhﬂﬁmﬂl‘
limhm. [ﬁrﬂpwuuu}'

th: Lt bermis of sdfwneth nnr.l
1 e (e svesrdid 18 exqural
mnhpﬁm Secunil, King

p’miiiiu- o B ke socinl leprosy’ on
l;hu. hod_lr pnnlh-'“héuu.r I infligls decp

wontids o Lhe people who suffer

I -imhrmm#mhm

wrthnl Ahe pirctied of segregntion
diminishes Lhe gunlity of Hfie for the white

community also. He lilistmtes tils point by

_exumples. The whille commimily. nsiend ol
nllowing Llie black prople Lb enler some

comtmunity ‘s wsE dirseted by Lhe court,

* devided to close them: Simiturly, some baseball

teams fusd o bo dishosted. os the suthorities
ditt mol w0 accopd black plavers Thirdly, e

segregation baws create artificial boumidnries:

between people and preoveni them from
mupﬂmlhlgﬂfhmdmthﬂ'ﬁwﬂmmﬁﬂhemﬁl

ﬂmlmarhnﬂmﬂhtnbnﬂmd H-:gm:n

call for pruccful and non-violent Teststance
wmwm&gﬂmmq{
his speeches: “We mnst nol. allow our creative

mmdmwmmmmmmml E_
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country. So do infrastructure projects Utke road making. You
may have come across workers (rom different regtons near your
home or schoaol.

However, ofien reststance bilds up among the local people
against so many |obs gomg o people from outside the area,
sometimes al lwer wages, A deimand may develop Lo resiriel certain
jobs to those who belong o Whe state, or those who know the local
language. Political parties may (ake up the tssue, Reststance could
even (ake the form of organised violence against ‘outstders’. Almost
every region of Indta has experienced such movements. Are such
movements ever justifted?

We a1l become indignant, I Indlan workers in other counirles
are (ll-treated by e local populaton. Some of us may also feel
that skilled and educated workers have the nght (o migrate for
work. States may even be proud of their ability (o altract such
wuorkers. Bul if Jobs are scarce in a reglon., local residents may
resent competition from "outsiders’. Does the righit 1o [reedom of
mevement inchide the nght o ive orwork i any part of the country?

Another factor thal we need fo consider 1s thal there may
somettimes be a difference between our response Lo poor migrants
and o skilled migrants. We may nol always be as welcoming (o
poor migrants who move into our areas as we may be to skilled and
afftuent workers. This raises the quesiton of whether poor and
unskilled workers should have (he same righl o live and work
anvwhere in Lhe eountry as do skilled workers? These are some of
the issues which are being debated In our country today regarding
‘full and equal membership® for all citizens of the country.

However. dispules may someiimes arise even in democratic
socicties. How can such dispules be resolved? The right (o protest
1% an-aspect of the freedom ol expression guarantesd (o citizens in
our Constitution, provided protest does nol liarm the IWie or property
of other peaple or the State. Cilitzens are lree to by and iInflnence
public opinton and governmend policy by lorming groups, holding
demonstrations, using the meiia, appealing to political parties. ar
by approaching (he courts: The courts may give a deciston on the
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF URBAN INDIAN MIDDLE CLASS

WITHOUT IMMIGRANT WORKERS

FLEC V]



Peilibeesd Thieryy

matler, or they may wrge the government o address the 1ssue. It
may be a slow process but varving degrees ol success are sometimes
possible. If the gutding prinetple of providing full and equat
membershitp to all ciiizens is kept in mind. it shouid be possible to
arrive at an acceplable solullon Lo the problems thal may anse
from time 1o tine In a soclety. A basic principle of democracy is that
such disputes should be settled by negotlation and discusston rather
than force. This 1s one of the chitgsttons of citzenship,

6.3 Egual Ricats

I thits section we will examine another aspect of cltizenshitp, that
15, (he 1ssue of whetlier full and equal membership means that all
cltizens, rich or poor, should be goaranteed cerlain baste righls
and a minimum standard of living by the state, To discuss this
1ssue, we will look at one set of people. that 1s the urban poor.
Dealing with the problem ol the poor it Llowns Is orie ol the nrgent
problems facing the govermiment today.

There 85 a large populatton of slum-dwellers and squalters 1n
every city i Indta. Although they may do necessary and useful
work, often al low wages, (hey are ollen viewed as unwelcome visitors
by the rest ol the town populatton. They miay be blamed [or stratnng
the resourees of the cily or for spreading crime and disease.

The condittons 1o slums are often shocking. Many people may
be crammed nto small rooms with no private tollets, minning water,
or sanitation. Life and properly are insecure (n a slum. However,
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slum dwellers
make a signtiicani Crruensnre, Eguavrty ann Ricars

contiibullon o the . um@mmﬂynmmuumm

economy through

their tabour. They atcrpted formulalion of tils

rﬂn{mﬁtuhng&m&mﬁwmﬁﬁmﬂmﬁm

may be hawkers. oy thie Biritssh sociologise, T HL w{lw 1941),
petly traders, I"Hﬁmwﬂ#wmtlm Murshall
sCcavengers,  or defined cilizenship i w stalus bestnied pp those who

domesiic worlkers,

m&lﬂmmhd?-uhmununlw All who possess (he
stifbus e equal with tespect to the righits and thqu:-

plumbers, of with whiichs (he status 1y endowsd.

mechanics, among The key con ir3 Marshiall’s debess o etz H"
13:11'!{'1' professtons. it of “equality’, ° E“P“" two ll:tll:ldﬂ ﬂi!ih [h'.'l.l
Small businesses Mﬂ‘hﬁwmm wned lhﬂlh_'_’_"

such as cane ihat the quantily off pmptr npan -_fhwm_thr;- are
wieaving. or lextle esiowed lﬂ'ﬂ'“- / "

prinling, or umunumﬂt&mwnu ﬁ!.-mmmm::ﬁ;
latloring, may- also of rigghts: eIl politieal and soctl

develop in slums. mr@i&wﬁiﬁhw-ﬁlm Liberty amd
The city probahly Mw:uﬂ#thwwpﬂﬂph
spends relalively i thie process of go . Sociul zights give (he

lttle on providing inclivichind decs) 0 edtiention imd cployrsent. Togetlier

slum-dwellers with

by e 1 pumﬂ:ﬁ!- fime Chie bttt (o lend o 1ife of digiity.

services such as ﬁmﬂfpmﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ;ﬁmﬁm
sanitatlon or waler - clfgees of atiss-hierarchy. # s forilitates the creation ‘

supply. -~ of i better dnieggented o harmordons oomummity:

Awareness aboul the condition of the urban poor 1s growing
among governments, N.G.0's and other agencles, and among the
stum-dwellers themselves. For instance, a national policy on urban
sireed vendors was framed 1n January 2004, There are lakhis of
streel vendors W Bl ‘eliies and they oflen face harassment [rom
the police amd lown authoriles. The pallcy was Inlended Lo provide
recogmiton and regulaton for vendors Lo enahle them Lo carmy on
thetr profession withoul harmssment <o long as they obeyed
govermment regulations,

Stum -dwellers also are becoming aware of thetr rghits anid are
beginntng (o organise o demand them. They have someiimes even

I
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approached the courts. Even
e Ras ot g U

.’- The Supmm: Court Eave an imporiant rght Lo vole may be difffeult
decision reganding the rightsof « almn-dwﬁh;m- for them (o exerclse hecause
Ity Boribay i response (5« Pubilic [nterest to be inchuded in the st of
Litygtien Hh‘lﬁflﬂhlm ﬂﬁﬂ‘rﬂﬂﬂ' voters a fixed address is
it w Murdeipsl Cerpambion ﬂ‘- required and squatters and

1485, The petition claimed “H? right 1o live pavement dwellers may find 1t
alt pvamnluurhuh.mu bersiitie there wis diffieult Lo provide this.

ties stermative socomimodition available close

luﬂidrphnufmrk. H‘lhm’mﬁtmdlu Among other groups of
nywe H:qr sontlid bose thedr tvelihood s well people who are becoming
Thl-‘- w Court ﬂL "ﬁﬂ.'l:lt- ﬂi all "‘lﬂ mu‘g}[ﬁﬂ&ﬂjm o sortety are
Constitution which guaranted the righl th the iribal people and forest
Bl eyt tie righit b Ivwlitioisd. “m’ dwellers. These people are

H‘mﬂ
should firsl be pirovided :ﬂwnuill‘u
iccommodation under the Fight lnmu-ltui. -

thwellers were o be evieled ey dependent on access Lo forests

and olher netural resources 1o
= % maintain thetr way ol lie. Many

. of them (ace threats 1o thetr way

-of life and Ivelihood becanse of

the pressure of increastng populations and the search for land and
resources (o matntain (hem. Pressures from commercial inlerests
woning to mine the resources which may exist in foresis or coasis
poses another threal o the way of life and Ivelthood of forest dwellers
and rbal peoples. as does the wurst mdustry. Governmenis are
strggling with the probilem of how (o prolect these pieple and their
habutal without at the same tme eridangering development of the
eountry. This 1s an tssue that affects all clttzens, not just (ribal people.

To Wy and ensure equal righits and opportunittes for all citizens
cannol be a stimple matier for any goveronment. Different goups of
people may have different needs and problems and the rights of
one group may confltct with te rights of another. Equal rights lor
sitzens need nol mean thal untform polleits have (o be appliéd o
all prople sinee different groups of people may have dilferent needs.
If the purpose s not Just (o make polictes which would apply n the
same way (o all people, bul 1o make people more equal. the different
needs and claims of people would have (o be {aken Into account
when framing policies.
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Whal should become clear from this discussion ts
thit changes tn the world situalion, the economy, and
soclety demand new miterpretattons of the meaning
and rights of citizenship. The formal laws regarding
clitzenship only form the stariing point and the
Inlerpretallon of laws (s constantly evolving, While
answers (o some e problems which may arlse may
not be easy (o find, the concepl of equal eitizenshitp
would mean that providing equal nghts and protection
to all cfitzens should be oneof the gutding principles
ol government policies.

pwmmrmmmm mumllq

10m hectares. Aboul one: Fﬂllim thi: r
pemsmnt m!mjtﬂ.'lﬂfgjlﬁm 1
(bt b5 e 38 por cenboltlie e, Wil
e Lapd thiat b with thewbile Gmilisls |
firtile avud frriigolent, Uy arcd s (e Bl

of bliek proptiitiin 15 esy feptile and
mrvirrigated. While trng (e J:lls-lurrl:f

bl smemershiip, U hvupdwhﬁlh:l
cenfury ago the mﬂlﬂh:{'uﬁm the
iertide Tandl from Uvenitive people. Whites
Ium.- nuur hean in Imeuhwe rml

Zu‘uﬂntmgu. THE (6 population of
wl:ﬁminﬂntmburhhmﬂ.n‘ipwm
of e populntion.  In e year 1897,
L President of Zimbuabwe, Mujubv
iatwniriced Uhe plistis o e over ot
1500 fiirrms.

- What ideas from citletteship wollld
voul use lo suppart of oppiose the clnims
of Black and White Ciiizens of
Zimbabwee?

Lex's Do v "’

Survey (hree fumilies
of workers working
close o, oF ln, your
hinenes or schoal, Find
oubdeiadls aboul their
tfe, Where 1s (elr
atresieal place? When
and why did Lhey
come here? Whicre do
they live? How maiy
pedple “share the
decommodulion?
What kinds of facifilles
areiividbible to tem T
(Do Lheir ckildren
allerid sehival?

Ler's Do Ir "’

Find wul 'nbowt
Lhe slreel vemmlors
[Proteeiion of
Liveliticod  mnsd
Hegutation of
Stroct . Vending)
Act;, 2004

I
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6.4 Crrzen Anp NaTion

The concept of nalton state evolved b the modern pertod. One of
the eatllest assertions regarding the soverelgnty of the nallon state
and democratic rights of cittzens was made by the revelutionarnes
in France in 1789 Nation stales clatm thal thetr boundaries define
not just a lerritory bt also a untque culture and shared history.,
The natonal identity may be expressed through symbols like a flag,
natlonal arihem, natlonal language, or cerlain ceremoniial practices,
among other things.

Most modern siates tnelude people of different religions,
languages, and cultural tmditions, But the national wentity of a
democratic stale 1s supposed 1o provide ciitzens with a polttical
identty that can be shared by all the members of the state.
Dismocralle stales nsually Lty (o dellne thetr Ideritity so thal 1t is as
melustve as possible — that s, which allows all cittzens (o identify
themselves as part of the nalion. Hul In practice, most couniries
tend to define thetr identity tn s way which makes il easter for some
citizens to identify with the stale than others. It may also make 1t
ecasier for the stale o extend clizenship o some people and not
others. This would be as true of the Uniled States, which prides
itself on beétng a country of immigrants, as any other country.

France, for instance, 1s a country which clatms to be both secular
and tnclusive. It includes not only peaple of European ongin but
alsn citlzens who originally came from other areas such as North
Alnca. Calture and language are important features ol its national
tlentily and all cillzens are expected Lo asstmtlate into i1 o the
public aspects of thelr Itves. They may, however, retain thetr personal
bellefs and practices mn thetr private lives, This may seem ke a
reasaonable policy bat it is not always stmple (0 define whal 1s pubdic
and what Is privale and this has given rlse 1o stne conlroversles.
Religons beliel is supposed (o belong Lo the private sphee of clilsens
bul somettmes religious symbols and practices may enter tnto thelr
public lives. You may have heard about the demand of Sikh school
boys in France lo wear the turban o schopl, and of Musltm girls Lo
wear the head scarf with thetr school untforms. This was disallowed



Foditsonl THedry

by some schoals an (he ground that it nvolved bringing religious
symbols into the public sphiere of stale education. These whose
redtgtons idid not demand such practices naturally did not face the
same problem. Clearly, asstmitlation into the national culture would
b easler lor some groups than for others.

The crileria [or granling ciilzenship (0 new applicanls yaries
from country o eountry. In counires such as Ismcl, or Germany,
factors ke religion, or ethnte ongin, may be given priority when
granting ciilzenship. in Germmeany there has been a persistent demand
from Turkish workers, who were al one lime enconraged 1o come
and work in Germany. that thewr children whio have been born and
brought up tn Germany should aulomatically be granted etibsenship,
This 8 511l belng debaied. These are only & few examples of (he
kinds of restricttons which may be placed an eltizenship even in
democratlc countries winch pride themselves onbeing tneiastve.

india defines 1tself as a secular, democralic, natiom state. The
movement for independence was a broad based one and defiberate
allempls were made o bind together people of dilferent religlons,
regtans and enlfures. True, Partition of the country did take place
in 1947 when differenices with the Musitm League coild not be
resolved, but this only strenuthened the resolve of Indian Tiationat
leaders (o mamtatn the secular and tnclustve character of the Indtan
nation state they were comunit bed to baild. This resolve was embodied
tn the Constitiion.

The Indizn Corstitution attempled o accommodate 3 very diverse
saciety. To mentton just a few of these diversities, It attempied o
provide full and equal dltenship (o gronps as different as the
Scheduled Castes amd Scheduled Tribes, many women who had not
previonsly enjoyed equal righis. some remote communities in the
Andamean and Nicobar Islands who had had ltde contact with modern
civilizalion, and many others, Il also atlempled (o0 ind a place for the
different languages, religons and practices found tn different parts of
the country. It had (o provide equal righits to all without at the same
time [orcing people to give up their personal heliefs, lanaquages or
cultural practices. It was therefore o untque experiment which was
unlertaken through the Constitution. The Republic Day parade

ek et
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Detht symbollses (he attempl of the state o include
people of different réglons, caltures and religions.

The provisions about cltiizenship in the
Constitution can be found n Part Two and n

Lzv’'s Denate subsequent laws passed by Parllameni, The

Constitution adopled an essentlally democratic and
1 ks nol dppeogirite for nelustve noton of cittzenship. In India, cttizenship
sehools, oF any oflyer can be acquired by hirth. déscent, repisiration,
publis agencies lke naturalisation. or incluston of lermiory. The rights
the army, (o Mt an and obligattons of cilizens are Usted in the
# common unifarm Caonstitutton. There 1s also a proviston that (he state

sinel 1o ban the disply should not discrimtnate against citizens on grounds
of Teligions synibuls anly of religlon, race. casle, sex; place of birth. or

St N I G

any of them. The rights of religous and Ungaisiic
minorities are also protecied,

However, even such inclusive provistons have given rise (o
struggles and controversies. The women's movement, the dalit
movemeil, or strugyles ol people displaced by development projects,
represent only a few of the strugoles being wageéd by people who
feel that they are being dented full righls of cltizenship. The
expertence of ndia mdicates that democratte citzenship in any
country 1s a project, an Weal to work towands. New issues are
comstanily being ralsed as socteties chanoe and new demands are
made by groups who feel they are belng marginalised. In a
democralic slate (hese demands have W be negottated.

6.5 UnivErsaL CITIZENSHIP

When we Lhink of refugees, or lllegal migranls, many images may
come to minkl. One may be of people from Asta or Africa who have
pald agents 1o smugsle them into Europe or America. The risks are
Hgh but they seem willtng (o make the elfort. Another tmage may
he of people displaced by war or famine. Such tmages are often
shown on the televiston. Refugees in the Darfur reglon of Sudan,
Palesttnians, Burmese or Bangladeslus. the examples are many.
All these are people who have been oreed Lo become relugees in
thetr own, or nelghbouring countries.



Foditsonl THedry

We ofien assume (hal full membership of a state should be
avallahle to all those who ordinanly Ive and work In the counitoy as
well as 1o those who apply for citizenship, But alihough many states
may support the idea of untversal and inclustve citizenship, each of
them aiso fixes enlertia for the grant of atizenship. These would
generally be wrilten tnto the Constitutiorsand laws of (hie cousitry.
States use thelr power Lo keep umwvanled visitars out

However, i spile of restrictions, even the butlding of walls or
fences, considerable migraton of peoples stll lakes place in the
world. People may be displaced by wars, or persecutton, famine, or
other reasans. If no state fs willing to accept them and they cannot
relnrn home, they become stateless peoples or reflugses. They may
be forved Lo live In camps, or as tlegal migrants. Often they cannol
legally work. or educate thelr children, or apguire praperty. The
problem ts o great that the TN, has appotnted a High Commitssioner
for Refugees to try to help them.

Decisions regarding how many peopie can be absorbed as citizens
In & country poses a difftoult humanitartan and polittcal problem for
many slates, Many countries have a policy of accepting Lthose fleeing
from persecutton or war. Bul they may nol wanl (o accepl
unmanageable number of peope or expose the eountry o securily
risks. India prides iself on providing refuge (o perseouted peoples,
as 1l did with the Dalal Lama and his followers tn 1959, Entry of
people rom nelghbouring counirnes has (aken place along all the
barders of the [ndtan state and the process continues. Many of these
people remain as slaleless peoples for many years or generalons.
Iving 1o camps. or as fllegal migrants, Only a relatively few of them
are evenloslly granted ciitzenship. Such problems pose a challenge
to the promtse of democratic citzenship which ts that the rights and
ideniity of oitzen would be avatlable 1o all people tn the contemporary
wiardd. ﬁ.]lhnugh many people cannol achieve cittsenshitp of a state of
their cholee, no allernative idenlity exists for them.

The problem of stateless people 1s an important one confroning
the world wday. Berders ol stales are stll betng redefined by war
ar political disputes and for the people caughl up in such disputes
the consequences may be severe. They may lose thetr homes, political
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wdentites, and security, and he forced l_

to migrate. Can cliizenship provide a l’

solution to the problems of such Lex's Do Ir

peopie? If not, what kind of alternative _

identity can be provided (oday? Dowe S0 some of the
mdl- 1l evolve a more genuined Hmf dia tod e

n oiryat 3 more genunely T i l',‘m-.llc"ug

universal ldentily than national short note i uny of

cltzenshup? Suggestions fur 2 nollon of it

global citizenship are sometlmes put

forward. The possibilities will be

discussed m the next secton.

6.6 GLomar CimizeENsHIP

Consider Lhe [ollowing stalements:

o There was an outpouring of sympathy and heip for the victims of
the tsunami which afféeted o number of Couniries i South Asla
fn 2004, '

o Internatlonal netuxeks link lermorisis today.

o The Unltexd Nattons (s working with different states lo tny and
prevent the spread of bind flu and the possihle emergence of a
human viral pandemic.

Whal ts commaon (o (he statements given above? What do they
tell us about the world in which we live loday?

We ltve today in an interconnected world. New means of
communzatian such as the intermet, and televiston, and cell phones,
have rotight a major change in the way tn which we understand
our wurld, In the past 1t might have taken months for news about
developments tn one part of the world o become known in other
parts. But new modes of commumnication have put us tato immediate
contact with developments mn different parts of the globe. We can
walch disasters and wars on our televiston screens as they are Laking
place. This has helped (o develop sympathies and shared concerns
amorny people in dilferent counirtes of the wurld.

Supporters of global eitzenship argue sl althoush a world
communily and global socicty does not yel exist, people already feel
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linked to each other across national boundanes, They would say that
the outpouring of help from all parts of the world for victims of the
Astan tsunann and other major calamitles is a sign of the emersnce
of a global society. They feel thal we should try to strengthen this
feeling and work (owards a concepl of global cittzenship.

The concepl of nattonal ciitzenslip assumes Lthal our siate can
provide us with the prolection and rights which we need (o live
with dignity in the world today. Bul states today are faced with
many problems which they canmol tackie by themselves. In this
stinatton are indfvidual righis, gnaranieed by the state, sufficient
o profect the freedom of people today? Or has the tme come (o
maove 16 a concepl of human rights and global clizemship?

One of the attractions of the notion of global alzenship ts that
It nxight make 1 easter (o deal with problems which extend across
nattonal boundaries and which therefore need conperative action
by the people and governments of many states. For insf{ance. i
might make 1L easier 1o find an acceplable solution (o he tssue of
migranis and sialeless peaples, or al least Lo ensure them hasie
righls and protection regamdless of the country in which they may
be living.

In the previous section, we saw that equal Cittzenship within a
couniry can be threatened by the soclo-economic inequalities or
other problems wluch might exist. Such problems can ulumalely
anly be solved by the governments and people of that pariicular
suctely. Therefore, full and equal membership of a stale remains
mmporiant for people today. Bul the
cancept of global cittzenship reminds lf‘
us ihat national citizenshipmighi need RESERILE S
Ln.hc supplemented by an awareness Fid aut bt Global,
that we lve in an dolerconniected world Citimerstrip Feuestion
and that there 1s alsp a need for us o (GOED] from: hisps://
strengthen our links with people in rrLunesen e/ themes
diferent paris of the world and he ready Speed: amd Witips:/ /
to work with people and governments ~ www.geedelearing
across nalional boundaries. Bouse.ong
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? Exercises

Cltizensbdp ns foll amd ogual swsntidestiip ol a palitical commnumnily
owobves Both righits i obliigstmms. Whieh fghts could citmms apeet
i enfoy i mesl demoemiie stote today? Whng |dod of obligation wiil
therw I to thirir state ol fellow citiens!?

All citizens miny be grnmied equal nghis bur a8l sy pot be able o
epuitly exErcine theas. Expinin

Write a shorl note o any two stmuggles for full mjoyment of cillaen
rights which have Lk plaer n Indie inoeeenl yesrs, Which mights
were belng clatmed #n ench come?

Wit ar st of the prohilems fived by refigess? In what ways could
the domcepl of glohal citkrmship benelll them?

Migration of people (o different reglons within the country I8 olien
resisted by (e leeal infabitants, Whist are some of the contritntlons
Lheat he migrmnts could make Lo the el coonomy?

"Demiodéintie cilieeiship s o projeel cutber Ui on sédompitished et
mvenl o counlrics e Hcds which grant egus] cifbenslip™.  Tiseuss
sormie of Lhe ey regarrding citionship belng ratsed o lidin Loday.

Ol Dot om spsriing faogges Shavetst Mo



